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Applying for an STSM in COST action CA17124 

The	aim	of	a	STSM	(Short-Term	Scien2fic	Mission)	is	to	contribute	to	the	scien2fic	objec2ves	of	a	

COST	 Ac2on.	 These	Missions	 aim	 at	 strengthening	 the	 Ac2on	 by	 allowing	 scien2sts	 to	 go	 to	 an	

ins2tu2on	 in	 another	 COST	 country	 to	 foster	 collabora2on	 or	 to	 learn	 a	 new	 technique	 not	

available	in	their	own	ins2tu2on/laboratory.	They	are	par2cularly	intended	for	young	scien2sts.		

Financial Support

A	grant	usually	covers	travel	and	subsistence.	The	financial	support	is	a	contribu)on	to	the	costs	of	

a	STSM	and	may	not	necessarily	cover	all	the	costs.


Applicant and Host Institution

The	Applicant	should	normally	be	engaged	in	a	program	of	research	as	a	post	graduate	student	or	

postdoctoral	fellow	or	be	employed	in	an	ins2tu2on	of	a	COST	country	having	accepted	the	MoU	

of	the	Ac2on.	This	ins2tu2on	shall	be	ac2vely	par2cipa2ng	in	the	COST	Ac2on.  
The	home	and	the	host	ins2tu2on	can	be	public	or	private.	A	STSM	may	only	be	approved:	

• From	 a	 home	 ins2tu2on	 in	 a	 COST	 par2cipa2ng	 country	 to	 a	 host	 ins2tu2on	 in	 a	 COST	

par2cipa2ng	country	or	to	a	formally	approved	host	ins2tu2on	in	a	non-COST	country	

• From	a	formally	approved	home	ins2tu2on	in	a	Near	Neighbour	country	to	a	host	ins2tu2on	

in	a	COST	par2cipa2ng	country.	

The	 Applicant	 is	 responsible	 for	 obtaining	 the	 agreement	 of	 the	 host	 ins2tu2on,	 before	

submiLng	his/her	applica2on.	

Duration

STSMs	are	minimum	one	week	(5	working	days),	maximum	3	months.	

 
Interested	researchers	can	apply	by	following	the	directions	provided	below	and	submitting	

their	application	and	supporting	documents	by	email	to	Prof.	Dr.	Manuel	Ojeda-Aciego,	

STSM	coordinator,	aciego@uma.es.  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THE APPLICATION PROCESS IS AS FOLLOWS: 


1. All	applicants	must	carefully	read	the	rules	detailed	in	Sec2on	7	of	the	COST	Vademecum.		

2. All	applicants	must	register	for	an	e-COST	profile	at	hUps://e-services.cost.eu/	-	adding	their	
bank	account	details	to	their	profile.		

3. All	applicants	must	obtain	a	leUer	of	invita2on	from	the	Host	ins2tu2on	confirming	that	they	
can	undertake	the	STSM	on	the	given	dates	prior	to	submiLng	an	applica2on.		

4. All	 applicants	 must	 complete,	 submit	 and	 download	 their	 STSM	 applica2ons	 online	 at:	
hUps://e-services.cost.eu/STSM.		

5. All	applicants	must	send	their	submiUed	STSM	applica2on	form	and	the	relevant	suppor2ng	
documents	 to	 Prof.	 Dr.	 Manuel	 Ojeda-Aciego,	 STSM	 coordinator,	 aciego@uma.es	 for	
evalua2on	before	the	applica2on	submission	deadline	expires.  
The	list	of	suppor2ng	documents	to	be	submiUed	for	the	evalua2on	are:		

• LeUer	of	invita2on	to	the	applicant	from	a	senior	researcher	of	the	Host	ins2tu2on		

• The	submiUed	STSM	applica2on	form	(downloadable	when	the	online	applica2on	is	
submiUed	-	see	point	4	above)		

• A	 mo2va2on	 leUer	 including	 an	 overview	 of	 the	 proposed	 ac2vi2es	 that	 will	 be	
performed	which	must	contain	a	plan	of	work	for	the	visit	highligh2ng	the	proposed	
contribu2on	to	the	scien2fic	objec2ves	of	the	respec2ve	COST	Ac2on.		

• A	leUer	of	support	from	the	Home	Ins2tu2on.		

• A	Full	C.V.	(including	a	list	of	academic	publica2ons	–	if	applicable).		

6. The	applica2on	will	then	be	assessed	by	the	Ac2on’s	STSM	commiUee	against	the	perceived	 
contribu2on	that	the	proposed	visit	will	make	against	the	scien2fic	objec2ves	outlined	in	the	 
Ac2on’s	Memorandum	of	Understanding	(MoU).		

7. The	applicant	will	be	formally	no2fied	of	the	outcome	of	their	STSM	applica2on	by	the	STSM	 
coordinator	within	three	weeks	of	receipt	of	the	full	applica2on	package.		

8. Within	 30	 days	 from	 the	 end	 date	 of	 the	 STSM,	 the	 successful	 applicant	 must	 submit	 a	
scien2fic	 report	 to	 the	 Host	 ins2tu2on	 and	 to	 the	 STSM	 coordinator	 The	 applicant	 is	 also	
responsible	for	acquiring	an	acceptance	leUer	from	a	senior	Researcher	affiliated	to	the	Host	
ins2tu2on	 formally	 accep2ng	 the	 scien2fic	 report.	 This	 formal	 acceptance	 of	 the	 scien2fic	
report	has	to	be	sent	to	the	Grant	Holder	and	the	STSM	Coordinator	for	archiving	purposes.		

Failure	to	submit	the	scien2fic	report	within	30	days	from	the	end	date	of	the	STSM	will	effec2vely	
cancel	the	Grant.		

Applica2ons	can	be	submiUed	throughout	the	grant	period	while	allocated	funds	last.		

Please	 note	 that	 the	 COST	AssociaEon	 can	 request	 addiEonal	 informaEon	 to	 substanEate	 the	
informaEon	contained	within	the	documents	submiGed	by	STSM	applicants.	
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